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0HUU\�&KULVWPDV�WR�DOO�LQ�&KULVW�-HVXV� 
 
³2�&RPH�$OO�<H�)DLWKIXO´�DV�ZH�FRQWLQXH�LQ�ZRUVKLS�WKURXJK�WKLV�$GYHQW�
VHDVRQ�WRJHWKHU��0D\�WKH�/RUG�DLG�XV�WR�UHPLQG�HDFK�RWKHU�ZK\�LW�LV�VR�
HVVHQWLDO�WKDW�ZH�FRPH�WRJHWKHU�DQG�DGRUH�+LP��:H¶YH�DOUHDG\�WDONHG�
DERXW�KRZ�LPSRUWDQW�LW�LV�WR�JDWKHU�RXU�IDPLOLHV��ERWK�OLWHUDO�DQG�H[WHQGHG��
WR�ZRUVKLS�WRJHWKHU�DV�ZH�OLW�WKH�&DQGOH�RI�)DPLO\��'HFHPEHU��WK��ZH¶OO�
OLJKW�WKH�&DQGOH�RI�+XPLOLW\��DV�ZH�FRPH�WR�WKH�VWDEOH�DQG�UHPHPEHU�
-HVXV¶�KXPEOH�EHJLQQLQJV�RQ�HDUWK��1H[W��ZH¶OO�OLJKW�WKH�&DQGOH�RI�/LJKW��
FHOHEUDWLQJ�&KULVW¶V�LQFDUQDWLRQ��WKH�OLJKW�LQ�RXU�GDUNQHVV��$QG�ILQDOO\��
'HFHPEHU���WK��ZH¶OO�OLJKW�WKH�&DQGOH�RI�%HKROGLQJ��DQG�NQHHO�EHIRUH�RXU�
/RUG�-HVXV�DV�ZH�FRPH�DQG�EHKROG�+LP� 
 
$V�,¶P�VXUH�\RX�NQRZ��ZH�DUH�FXUUHQWO\�GLUHFWHG�E\�RXU�ELVKRS�WR�VKXW�
GRZQ�RXU�IDFLOLWLHV��H[FHSW�IRU�6XQGD\�ZRUVKLS�SUHSDUDWLRQ�DQG�UHFRUGLQJ��
DQG�RIILFHV�WKURXJK�'HF���WK��2XU�IHUYHQW�SUD\HU�LV�WKDW�WKH�&RQIHUHQFH�
ZLOO�DOORZ�XV�WR�JDWKHU�DJDLQ�E\�WKH��WK�6XQGD\�RI�$GYHQW��'HFHPEHU�
��WK���7KH\�SODQ�WR�XSGDWH�XV�E\�'HFHPEHU��WK�WR�OHW�XV�NQRZ�KRZ�ZH�
PD\�SURFHHG��&KULVWPDV�(YH�LV�D�YHU\�LPSRUWDQW�WLPH�RI�IDPLO\�ZRUVKLS�
DQG�FHOHEUDWLRQ�IRU�XV�DOO�HDFK�\HDU��DQG�ZH�ZLOO�GR�DOO�ZH�FDQ�WR�KDYH�D�
VSHFLDO�WLPH�RI�ZRUVKLS�DQG�IHVWLYH�PXVLF�UHDG\�DW��30�DQG��30�
'HFHPEHU���WK��:H�SUD\�ZH¶OO�EH�DOORZHG�WR�GR�VR�LQ�SHUVRQ��ZKHUH�RXU�
WKHPH�ZLOO�EH��³7¶ZDV�WKH�1LJKW�%HIRUH�´�DQG�DOO�ZH�GR�ZLOO�IRFXV�RQ�WKH�
7UXH�VWRU\�RI�-HVXV�DQG�ZKDW�+LV�FRPLQJ�PHDQV�IRU�XV�DOO� 
 
$V�ZH�PRYH�LQWR�WKH�1HZ�<HDU�WRJHWKHU��RXU�-DQXDU\�VHULHV�ZLOO�EH�FDOOHG��
³7XUQLQJ�WKH�3DJH�´�,�WKLQN�ZH¶UH�DOO�UHDG\�IRU�WKH�QRZ�LQIDPRXV�µ����¶�WR�
EH�RYHU��EXW�KRZ�LV�*RG�FDOOLQJ�XV�WR�WXUQ�WKH�SDJH"�:H�GRQ¶W�ZDQW�WR�
GZHOO�RQ�WKH�SDLQ�DQG�WKH�QHJDWLYH�WKDW�ZH¶YH�EHHQ�WKURXJK��EXW�ZRXOG�LW�
EH�KHOSIXO�RU�ULJKW�WR�MXVW�WU\�WR�IRUJHW"�:KDW�KDV�*RG�VKRZQ�XV�WKLV�ODVW�
\HDU"�:KDW�OHVVRQV�RXJKW�ZH�WR�FDUU\�LQWR������PRYLQJ�IRUZDUG"�$QG�
ZKDW�EXUGHQV�RXJKW�ZH�WR�VKHG�DW�WKH�IRRW�RI�WKH�FURVV�EHIRUH�ZH�GR" 
:KDWHYHU������EULQJV��ZH¶OO�IDFH�LW�WRJHWKHU��:KHQ�WKH�JRLQJ�JHWV 
WRXJK��*RG¶V�SHRSOH�OHDQ�RQ�-HVXV�&KULVW�DQG�+LV�%RG\��WKH�&KXUFK� 
 
³%HVW�RI�DOO��*RG�LV�ZLWK�XV�´ 
%OHVVLQJV�WR�DOO� 
3DVWRU�'DQQ\ 



3DJH���7KH�&RPSDVV $QQRXQFHPHQWV�	�%RRN�&OXE 

7KH�6DWXUGD\�%RRN�&OXE 
 
1RZ�PHHWLQJ�YLD�=RRP��(DFK�RI�XV�LQ�RXU�RZQ�OLYLQJ�VSDFH��
EXW�DOO�PHHWLQJ�LQ�D�FRPPRQ�VSDFH�WR�WDON�DERXW�ERRNV��
7KHUH�ZLOO�EH�QR�'HFHPEHU�PHHWLQJ��1H[W�0HHWLQJ� 
 

-DQXDU\���WK�DW������ 
7KH�:RPDQ�LQ�WKH�0RRQOLJKW 

%\�3DWULFLD�0RUULVURH 
 
$�VWLUULQJ�DQG�URPDQWLF�KLVWRULFDO�QRYHO�DERXW�QLQHWHHQWK-FHQWXU\�
9LHQQD�DQG�WKH�WUDJHG\�DQG�G\QDPLF�SDVVLRQ�WKDW�LQVSLUHG�
/XGZLJ�YDQ�%HHWKRYHQ¶V 0RRQOLJKW 6RQDWD��9LHQQD��������
&RXQWHVV�-XOLH�*XLFFLDUGL¶V�OLIH�LV�DERXW�WR�FKDQJH�IRUHYHU��7KH�
VSLULWHG�HLJKWHHQ-\HDU-ROG�LV�WDNLQJ�SLDQR�OHVVRQV�ZLWK�/XGZLJ�YDQ�
%HHWKRYHQ��WKH�PRVW�WDOHQWHG�SLDQR�YLUWXRVR�LQ�WKH�PXVLFDO�FDSLWDO�
RI�(XURSH��6KH�LV�FDSWLYDWHG�E\�KLV�YRODWLOH�JHQLXV��ZKLOH�KH�LV�
GUDZQ�WR�KHU�FXULRVLW\�DQG�GLVDUPLQJ�FDQGRU��%HWZHHQ�WKHP��D�
XQLTXH�URPDQFH��%XW�%HHWKRYHQ�KDV�D�VHFUHW�KH¶V�\HW�WR�VKDUH��
DQG�-XOLH�LV�KDUERULQJ�D�VHFUHW�RI�KHU�RZQ��RQH�VR�VFDQGDORXV�LW�
FRXOG�GHVWUR\�WKHLU�SHUIHFW�ORYH�VWRU\��:KHQ�%HHWKRYHQ�GLVFRYHUV�
WKH�WUXWK��KH�VHWV�KLV�HPRWLRQV�WR�PXVLF��FRPSRVLQJ�D�PRXUQIXO�
RSXV�WKDW�ZLOO�EHFRPH�WKH 0RRQOLJKW 6RQDWD��7KH�KDXQWLQJ�UHIUDLQ�
ZLOO�IROORZ�-XOLH�IRU�WKH�UHVW�RI�KHU�OLIH��6HW�DJDLQVW�WKH�ULFK�
EDFNGURS�RI�QLQHWHHQWK-FHQWXU\�9LHQQD� 7KH�:RPDQ�LQ�WKH�
0RRQOLJKW LV�DQ�HSLF�WDOH�RI�ORYH��ORVV��ULYDOU\��DQG�SROLWLFDO�
LQWULJXH� 
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3DJH�� 7KH�&RPSDVV /LEUDU\�3DJH 

 
The Library Corner: You Can Get It: IGRC/UMRC Resources 
 
Say what? The above title must be one of the most non-
understandable article headings ever! Here is a quick 
interpretation: our church belongs to IGRC—that is, the Illinois 
Great Rivers Conference of the United Methodist Church. The 

UMRC—that is the United Media Resource Center-- is located at IGRC’s headquarters in 
Springfield. It is a lending library of Christian books and other materials. And what is it you 
can get there? Quite a lot—and it can be delivered straight to your door! 
 
It hurts not be able to put on display our own Church Library’s stock of Advent studies, 
Christmas related books, and DVDs, but the Resource Center can fill part of that gap. If you 
would just like some study or reading to help center your mind on the arrival of the Christ 
child, and what that means in our world, the UMRC has a lot to offer.  Here are some 
examples: 
 
Advent Conspiracy: Can Christmas Still Change the World? This is a four session DVD study.  
Almost Christmas: A Wesleyan Advent Experience by Magrey de Veda and others. This is 
modeled from Wesley’s sermon about “Almost Christians” needing to become wholehearted 
Christians. Four to five DVD sessions. 
Because of Bethlehem by Max Lucado. Four session DVD study with study guide. 
Not a Silent Night: Mary Looks Back to Bethlehem by Adam Hamilton. Five session DVD study 
with leader guide and book. 
Under Wraps: The Gift We Never Expected by LaGrone, Renfroe and others. Five session DVD 
study plus guide and participant book. 
 
Here are a few others that are not DVD studies: 
 
Let Us Go Now to Bethlehem: Daily Devotions for Advent and Christmas by Todd Outcalt. 
Devotions for Advent, Christmas and Epiphany.  
Taste and See: Experiencing the Stories of Advent and Christmas by Jan Johnson. She invites 
the reader to become part of the Christmas story, featuring daily readings and suggestions 
for family use. 
Behold: Cultivating Attentiveness in the Season of Advent by Pamela Hawkins. Daily 
meditations and a weekly prayer practice. 
This article features Christmas materials, but the UMRC has a variety of resources for 
everyone—pastors, Sunday school classes, small groups, youth groups, and children’s 
ministries as well as resources for personal spiritual growth. 
 
There is no rental fee to borrow resources; you will pay only the postage it costs to return 
materials to the Center. (Hint: tell the postal worker that it is media mail—which it is--and the 
charge will be less). To find out more about the United Media Resource Center, including its e
-newsletter and the online searchable catalog, go to the UMRC website, www.igrc.org/UMRC. 
If you have questions after visiting the website don’t hesitate to e-mail the Director, Jill Stone, 
at umrc@igrc.org .  She will be happy to answer your questions!  

 
Happy reading! And Merry Christmas! 



3DJH��� 7KH�&RPSDVV �&KLOGUHQ�	�<RXWK� 

+RZ�GRHV�\RXU�IDPLO\�FHOHEUDWH�$GYHQW"  
 
7KLV�\HDU�ZH�VWDUWHG�$GYHQW�LQ�1RYHPEHU� �%XW�QRW�EHFDXVH�ZH�DUH�LQ�D�PDG�UXVK�WR�JHW�WKRVH�
&KULVWPDV�WUHHV�XS��2FFDVLRQDOO\��$GYHQW�EHJLQV�LQ�1RYHPEHU�GHSHQGLQJ�RQ�ZKHQ�WKH�IRXU�
6XQGD\V�OHDGLQJ�XS�WR�&KULVWPDV�IDOO�RQ�WKH�FDOHQGDU� �$GYHQW�LV�D�WLPH�ZKHUH�&KULVWLDQV�
H[SHFWDQWO\�ZDLW�DQG�SUHSDUH�RXU�KHDUWV�IRU�WKH�FHOHEUDWLRQ�RI�-HVXV
�ELUWK��,W�LV�VR�HDV\�IRU�IDPLOLHV�
WR�JHW�FDXJKW�XS�LQ�WKH�KXVWOH�DQG�EXVWOH�RI�WKH�&KULVWPDV�VHDVRQ�WKDW�ZH�PD\�HYHQ�IRUJHW�ZKR�DQG�
ZK\�ZH�DUH�FHOHEUDWLQJ�  
 
(YHU\�\HDU�EHJLQQLQJ�'HFHPEHU��VW�RXU�IDPLO\�UHDGV��7KH�$GYHQW�%RRN��E\�-DFN�DQG�.DWK\�
6WRFNPDQ��,W�KDV�EHHQ�D�JUHDW�ERRN�WR�KDYH�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�EHFDXVH�LW�KDV�KHOSHG�'DQQ\�DQG�,�WR�
VORZ�GRZQ�HDFK�'HFHPEHU�HYHQLQJ�WR�FRQQHFW�ZLWK�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DQG�KRSHIXOO\�KHOS�WKHP�FRQQHFW�
ZLWK�-HVXV��(YHQ�WKRXJK�RXU�FKLOGUHQ�DUH�QRW�VR�OLWWOH�DQ\PRUH��ZH�VWLOO�FDUU\�RQ�WKLV�WUDGLWLRQ��
:LWKRXW�WKLV�ERRN��RXU�IDPLO\�PLJKW�RWKHUZLVH�MXVW�FDUU\�RQ�IUDQWLFO\�WKURXJK�WKH�$GYHQW�VHDVRQ�DQG�
QRW�WDNH�WKH�WLPH�WR�UHDOO\�UHIOHFW�RQ�ZKDW�WKH�/RUG�KDV�JLYHQ�XV�LQ�+LV�VRQ
V�ELUWK� 
+HUH�LV�ZKHUH�,�ZDV�JRLQJ�WR�SXW�WKH�$PD]RQ�OLQN�MXVW�LQ�FDVH�\RX�ZRXOG�OLNH�WR�SXUFKDVH�WKLV�ERRN��
EXW�LW�VHHPV�WKDW�RYHU�WKH�\HDUV�WKH�ERRN
V�SULFH�KDV�JRQH�XS�VXEVWDQWLDOO\�DQG�,�FDQ
W�LQ�JRRG�
FRQVFLHQFH�UHFRPPHQG�SXUFKDVLQJ�LW��%XW�,�ZLOO�OLQN�GRZQ�EHORZ�VHYHUDO�RWKHUV�WKDW�,�WKLQN�DUH�
IDQWDVWLF�IRU�IDPLOLHV� 
 
$OVR��,�KDYH�FUHDWHG�WZR�VLPSOH�EXW�IXQ�$GYHQW�&DOHQGDUV�IRU�\RX�WR�XVH�ZLWK�\RXU�FKLOGUHQ�RU�JUDQG�
FKLOGUHQ�WKLV�$GYHQW�VHDVRQ��2QH�LV�D &RORULQJ�&KULVWPDV�&RXQWGRZQ RI�WKH�+RO\�)DPLO\�DQG�
1DWLYLW\��7KH�RWKHU�LV�D 6FULSWXUH�$GYHQW�&DOHQGDU WKDW�JLYHV�D�GDLO\�VKRUW�VFULSWXUH�UHDGLQJ�DQG�D�
IROORZ-XS�TXHVWLRQ��7KH�KRSH�LV�WKDW�WKHVH�WZR�UHVRXUFHV�ZLOO�KHOS�\RXU�IDPLO\�VORZ�GRZQ�DQG�KDYH�
KRO\�FRQYHUVDWLRQV�DURXQG�WKH�WUXH�PHDQLQJ�RI�&KULVWPDV� 
 
0DQ\�EOHVVLQJV�WR�\RX�DQG�\RXU�IDPLO\�WKLV�$GYHQW�6HDVRQ�  
.DUHQ�0RWWD 
 
)DPLO\�$GYHQW�'HYRWLRQV� 
 

7KH�:D\�WR�WKH�0DQJHU��$�)DPLO\�$GYHQW�'HYRWLRQDO��%\�-HII�DQG�$EEH\�/DQG�KWWSV���
ZZZ�DPD]RQ�FRP�:D\-0DQJHU-)DPLO\-$GYHQW-'HYRWLRQDO 

&RXQWGRZQ�WR�&KULVWPDV�����6WRULHV�DQG�)DPLO\�$FWLYLWLHV�IRU�$GYHQW� �%\�&DURO�*DUERUJ� �KWWSV���
ZZZ�DPD]RQ�FRP�&RXQWGRZQ-&KULVWPDV-6WRULHV-)DPLO\-$FWLYLWLHV 

7KH�:RQGHU�RI�WKH�*UHDWHVW�*LIW��$Q�,QWHUDFWLYH�)DPLO\�&HOHEUDWLRQ�RI�$GYHQW� �%\�$QQ�
9RVNDPS �KWWSV���ZZZ�DPD]RQ�FRP�:RQGHU-*UHDWHVW-*LIW-,QWHUDFWLYH-&HOHEUDWLRQ 



3DJH��� 7KH�&RPSDVV $GYHQW�6FULSWXUH�3DJH� 

&KULVWPDV  

Scripture Advent Calendar 
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'HF��� �/XNH�����-���:KHUH�ZDV�0DU\�OLYLQJ" 

'HF��� �/XNH������:KHUH�GLG�0DU\�JR�IRU�D�YLVLW" 

'HF��� �/XNH�����-���:KR�ZDV�(OL]EHWK
V�VRQ" 

'HF��� �/XNH����-��:KHUH�GLG�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�JR�RQ�WKHLU�MRXUQH\" 

'HF��� �/XNH�����-��:K\�GLG�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�JR�WR�%HWKOHKHP" 

'HF��� �/XNH����� �:KR�JDYH�WKH�RUGHU�IRU�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�WR�JR�WR�%HWKOHKHP" 

'HF��� �/XNH�����:KDW�LV�DQRWKHU�QDPH�IRU�%HWKOHKHP" 

'HF��� �/XNH���� �:KHUH�LV�%HWKOHKHP" 

'HF�����/XNH�����:K\�GLGQ
W�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�VWD\�DW�WKH�LQQ" 

'HF�����/XNH�����:KHUH�ZDV�-HVXV�ODLG" 

'HF�����/XNH����-�� �:KR�KHDUG�DERXW�-HVXV�ILUVW" 

'HF�����/XNH����-���:KR�WROG�WKH�VKHSKDUGV�DERXW�-HVXV" 

'HF�����/XNH������+RZ�ZDV�WKH�EDE\�-HVXV�GUHVVHG" 

'HF�����/XNH�����-���:KDW�GLG�WKH�VKHSKHUGV�GR�ZKHQ�WKH\�KHDUG�WKH�JRRG�  
 ����QHZV" 

'HF�����/XNH�����-���:KDW�KDSSHQHG�ZKHQ�0DU\�DQG�-RVHSK�WRRN�-HVXV  

 � � � �WR�WKH�WHPSOH" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ�����:KDW�NLQJ�UXOHG�-XGHD�ZKHQ�-HVXV�ZDV�ERUQ" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ����-��:KR�GLG�WKH�NLQJ�VHQG�WR�ILQG�-HVXV" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ���� �:KDW�ZDV�WKH�ZLVH�PHQ
V�JXLGH�WR�WKH�FKLOG�-HVXV" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ������:KDW�JLIWV�GLG�WKH�ZLVH�PHQ�EULQJ�-HVXV" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ������:KDW�GLG�WKH�GUHDP�WHOO�WKH�ZLVH�PHQ�QRW�WR�GR" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ������:KR�VSRNH�WR�-RVHSK�LQ�D�GUHDP�DQG�ZKDW�ZDV�KH  

 � � � �GLUHFWHG�WR�GR" 

'HF�����0DWWKHZ������+RZ�ORQJ�GLG�WKH\�VWD\�LQ�(J\SW" 

'HF�����-RKQ������+RZ�GLG�*RG�VKRZ�KLV�ORYH�IRU�\RX�DQG�PH"  
 

�%XW�ILUVW�DQG�IRUHYHU�WKHUH�ZDV�MXVW�D�OLWWOH�IDPLO\�� 
ZLWKRXW�WR\V�RU�WUHHV�RU�WLQVHO� �:LWK�D�EDE\-- 

WKDW
V�KRZ�&KULVWPDV�EHJDQ�� 



3DJH��� 7KH�&RPSDVV $FWLYLW\�3DJH� 
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� (OLVDEHWK�6WHZDUW �� -RQ�/RXJK 

�� 1DQF\�7LOOHWW �� &DUULH�6FKZRHUHU 

�� 0\UUO�%XUURXJKV �� 9LUJLQLD�%RZHUV 

�� 'HUULFN�+DPLOWRQ �� 7UDYLV�6KDQGV 

�� %UDQGRQ�*UDHII �� 6DPXHO�6LHYHUW 

�� &RQQRU�*UDHII �� 7HUULQ�7KLHV 

�� /HH�6XOOLYDQ �� *HRUJH�'LHW] 

�� 5RVLH�:HFH �� /LVD�+XSSHUW 

�� +ROO\�)OHWFKHU �� $LGHQ�-DFREV 

�� .DWK\�5LSOH\ �� 1DQF\�0F1LWW 

�� *ORULD�%DNHU �� -RKQ�0LOOV 

�� 0LNH�&ODUN �� 7ULQD�(DWRQ 

� -RKQ�	�3DWWL�0LOOV �� 1DWKDQ�	�'LDQQD�6PLWK 

�� -DFN�	�6DQG\�+HUULQJ �� &OR\G�	�6XVDQ�.DUQHV 

�� -DPHV�	�&RQQLH�%RXFKHU   

3DJH���� 7KH�&RPSDVV $QQRXQFHPHQWV��%LUWKGD\V�	��$QQLYHUVDULHV 
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