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The COMPASS 
ADVENT 

Leading up to Christmas day we will celebrate 4 weeks of Advent this year. We will light four candles to define the nature of His coming and 
proclaim a vicarious birth of our Lord and Savior upon lighƟng the fiŌh and final candle.  But what might it mean? Beyond what you were 
taught about its meaning, what might God be communicaƟng to you this year? How might HOPE, PEACE, JOY AND LOVE become alive in your 
life and become real forces that posiƟvely affect the world around you. 
 
Hope suggests much from a biblical perspecƟve. If you hope for a Savior, you concede you require saving. The next logical quesƟon is saving from 
what? The answer is, from yourself (sin) and the subsequent eternal hell assigned to sinners. But what virtue do we obtain through the 
embracing of hope. We obtain at least the strength of humility. You see to admit that something is wrong with oneself that requires help from 
another is humility. To be inƟmate with your faults, to own them suggests the capacity to honor the same humanity in others. Hope in this 
sense creates character that expects personal transformaƟon in Christ while providing room for others to enjoy the same. 
 
“All we like sheep have gone astray; we have turned everyone to his own way; and the LÊÙ� hath laid on him the iniquity of us all.” (Isaiah 53:6) 

 
Peace speaks to an internal and external reordering of our reality so as to posiƟvely change feelings and behaviors. Isaiah says that Jesus is the 
Prince of Peace! Having a Prince of Peace can be difficult to digest when you live in a world infiltrated and overcome with chaos. However, this 
conflicted concept exhibits the preeminence and power of Christ in your life.  Here you rejoice in the impossible; that in the midst of chaos 
Christ offers peace. In this sense you become more than a conqueror through Him that loves you. Your circumstances may not change, but an 
abiding hope of understanding overtakes you, and you find peace. 
 

7 CasƟng all your care upon him; for he cares for you. (1Peter 5:7) 
 

Joy is characterized by a happiness unrelated to external realiƟes and wholly centered on the nature and promises of God. However, the Joy 
Candle is wholly celebraƟng God and what He is doing, the birth of His son, in the world. Joy suggests that you have dynamic power and not 
limited to a happy expectaƟon of God, but also His manifestaƟon in your life! Your life in Christ is content with liƩle, but this joy rejoices 
because God has added much! 
 

9 When they had heard the king, they departed; and, lo, the star, which they saw in the east, went before them, Ɵll it came and stood over 
where the young child was.10 When they saw the star, they rejoiced with exceeding great joy.11 And when they were come into the house, they 

saw the young child with Mary his mother, and fell down, and worshipped him: and when they had opened their treasures, they presented unto 
him giŌs; gold, and frankincense and myrrh.12 And being warned of God in a dream that they should not return to Herod, they departed into 

their own country another way. 
 

Love is characterized by an unmerited favor which pervades your life, even redefining the very nature of thought, feeling, and acƟon as one 
ponders the remarkable depth of God’s love for humanity. You become fully human because of this love; spiritually and emoƟonally. Love on 
this level suggests your capacity to heal all things, bare all things, share all things, and be all things for another.  
 

16 For God so loved the world, that he gave his only begoƩen Son, that whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have everlasƟng life. 
17 For God sent not his Son into the world to condemn the world; but that the world through him might be saved. (John 3:16-17) 

 
Advent is not what happened, church. Advent is who you are becoming and what you will be. Advent is a barometer for our spiritual and 
interpersonal lives, gauging in a juxtaposed fashion the heart of God to your very own. Advent for you is not a season, but a way of life. Amen 
 
Sincerely,  
Marty McMichael 
Sr. Pastor 
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1  1st Sunday of Advent 10 4:45pm Young at Heart 18 5:30pm Choir  

 5:00pm Youth Christmas Party  6:00pm Cub Scouts  7:00pm NA MeeƟng 

2 5:45pm SS Team 11 5:30pm Choir 19 7:00pm GA MeeƟng 

3 11:00am Staff MeeƟng  7:00pm Bible Study 20 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie 

 6:00pm Cub Scouts  7:00pm NA MeeƟng 21 9:00am Hand Bells 

4 9:00am Nurture & Care 12 7:00pm GA MeeƟng  10:00am AA MeeƟng 

 5:30pm Choir  13 9::00am Stretching w/Rosie 22  4th Sunday of Advent 

 7:00pm Bible Study 14 7:30am UMM Breakfast  9:00am March to the Manger 

 7:00pm NA MeeƟng  9:00am Hand Bells 23 2:30pm Grief & Loss Support 

5 6:00pm Scouts of the Round 
Table 

 10:00am AA MeeƟng 24 7:00pm Candle Light Service 

 7:00pm GA MeeƟng 15  3rd Sunday of Advent 25  Merry Christmas 

6 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie  6:00pm MUMC Christmas 
Showcase 

26 7:00pm GA MeeƟng 

7 9:00am Hand Bells 16  Meals on Wheels 
Week 

27 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie 

 10:00am AA MeeƟng  5:45pm SS Team 28 9:00am Hand Bells 

8  2nd Sunday of Advent 17 11:00am Staff MeeƟng  10:00am AA MeeƟng 

9 2:30pm Grief & Loss Support  6:00pm SAS MeeƟng 29 Noon Our Neighbors Table 

 4:00pm Bible Journaling  6:00pm Cub Scouts 30   

    7:00pm Service & Mission 31  Happy New Year 

MUMC Calendar 

Reminder the 
office is open by 

appointment only 
the week between 

Christmas and 
New Years.  
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1 John & Paƫ Mills 

1 Janis Crews 15 Cindy Presley 

2 Charlie McNiƩ 17 Terri Yates 

3 Kaitlyn Bitner 20 Eliza Hernan 

4 Rene Doody 20 Mark Twenhafel 

4 Rosalie Winters 21 Everlee Stewart 

6 Jerry Crews 22 James Poole 

7 Kellie Elllis 22 Todd Sievert 

7 Mary Slider 24 Bob Hall 

8 Elisabeth Stewart 24 Jon Lough 

8 Nancy TilliƩ 24 Carrie Schwoerer 

12 Brandon Graeff 25 Samuel Sievert 

12 Connor Graeff 25 Terrin Thies 

12 Rosie Wece 27 Lisa Huppert 

13 Holly Fletcher 27 Nancy McNiƩ 

13 Kathy Ripley 29 John Mills 

14 Mike Clark 30 Trina Eaton 

14 John Vallino   

Reminder No January 
Compass 

Calendars will be 
printed and available 

on back table in 
Sanctuary . 

The Saturday Book Club 
Church Library  

January 18th, 10:00 a.m. 
(Note: The Book Club will not meet in December) 

 
This Is Happiness 
By Niall Williams 

 
The rain is stopping. Nobody in the small, forgotten village of Faha remembers when it started; rain on the west-
ern seaboard was a condition of living. Now—just as Father Coffey proclaims the coming of electricity—it is stop-
ping.  
 
Seventeen-year-old Noel Crowe is standing outside his grandparents' house shortly after the rain has stopped 
when he encounters Christy for the first time. Though he can't explain it, Noel knows right then: something has 
changed. This is the story of all that was to follow: Christy's long-lost love and why he had come to Faha, Noel's 
own experiences falling in and out of love, and the endlessly postponed arrival of electricity—a development 
that, once complete, would leave behind a world that had not changed for centuries. 
 
Niall Williams' latest novel is an intricately observed portrait of a community. Luminous and otherworldly, and yet 
anchored with deep-running roots into the earthy and the everyday, This Is Happiness is about stories as the very 
stuff of life. 
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Volunteers for the Month 
Date Team Names 

1st 3 Paƫ Mills, John Mills, Rosie Wece, John Erbes, Andy McNiƩ, Todd Doody 

8th 3 Paƫ Mills, John Mills, Rosie Wece, John Erbes, Andy McNiƩ, Todd Doody 

15th 2 Todd Lirely, Vanessa Lirely, Sandy Herring, Ed Thrailkill, Dan BraƩon 

22nd 2 Todd Lirely, Vanessa Lirely, Sandy Herring, Ed Thrailkill, Dan BraƩon 

29th 1 Rick Runge, MaƩ Hardwig, Jim Hughes, Mike Clark, Nancy Fager, Tim Imhoff 

Usher Teams 

1st Kathy Blackwell 

8th Kathy Blackwell 

15th Carolyn Sauer 

22nd Paƫ Mills 

Welcome Center/Greets 

29th Julie Erbes 

Advent Readers 

1st Gene Schwebel & Pat Thrailkill 

8th The Lirely Family 

15th The Voss Family 

22nd The Imhoff Family 

1st Pending 

8th Pending 

15th Pending 

22nd Pending 

Breakthrough Prayer/Scripture Reader 

29th Pending 

1st Pending 

8th Pending 

15th Pending 

22nd Pending 

Acolytes 

29th Pending 

End of Week Volunters 

6th Janet Porter 

13th Nancy Fager 

20th Sharon Jones 

27th Terri Twenhafel 
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  During the month of December the 
Seekers Adult Sunday School Class will be 
taking a break from their study of Adam 
Hamilton's Revival. Beginning December 1st 
the class will begin the Advent Bible study - 
Who Needs Christmas - by Andy Stanley. In 
this (4) session study, bestselling author Andy 
Stanley explores the details behind the birth of 
Christ and why it's important to understand 
today. The Seekers Adult Sunday School 
Class is open to adults of all ages who are 
invited, and encouraged, to attend for a time 
of study, discussion, fellowship, and prayer. 

 

 Young at Heart will be back on the road for a 
special evening/holiday event on Tuesday, Decem-
ber 10. We will depart the MUMC parking lot at 4:45 
pm for 5:30 pm reservations at Alongi's Italian Res-
taurant in DuQuoin. Alongi's is a longtime local es-
tablishment serving up traditional Italian fare, includ-
ing pizza, pasta, and their housemade salad dress-
ing. After dinner we will visit the Annual Holiday 
Lights Fair at the DuQuoin State Fairgrounds featur-
ing over three miles of lighted displays - bigger and 
better than ever. Join us for a fun and festive even-
ing with YAH on the Road, and don't forget to invite 
a friend! 

Calling all kids Kindergarten and up (K–2 kiddos, bring a 
parent along for the fun)! Get ready to Jingle & Mingle 

at a night packed with:  ExciƟng 

Games  Delicious Treats  A Super-Fun 
GiŌ Exchange! Here’s how the giŌ exchange works: • 
Bring a wrapped giŌ that could be enjoyed by any child, 
boy or girl, (under $10) and join the fun!  

Annual Murphysboro Community Christmas 
Dinner Needs YOU! 

We are looking for desserts and volunteers. Cakes, 
cookies, brownies, or dairy free pies, either home 
baked or store bought are needed at the KC Hall 
on the 24th by 2pm. Contact Jennifer at 618-534-
3822 or sign up on the aƩendance pad at church. 
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We had a great turnout for the All Church Thanksgiving Potluck on 
Sunday, November 17, with wonderful food and fellowship. Thank you to 
everyone who parƟcipated in anyway - bringing food, guests, or just 
bringing yourself! Also, a very special thank you goes out to the Nurture 
and Care/Women's Ministries Team for planning, organizing, set up, 
decoraƟng, and clean up. You do a tremendous job, ladies, so please 
know how much your hard work is valued and appreciated by your church 
family. God bless you! Michelle  
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TITHE AND OFFERING OPTIONS 

 

Hello church. As you may be aware, General Conference 2024 saw significant changes in the 
LGBTQ stance the United Methodist Church had tradiƟonally taken. This new stance means 
that district and conference funds will be used to affirm and promote the LGBTQ ideology. The 
church is in many ways sƟll divided on the issue. Some see this as a blessing and others view 
this as sin.  

The purpose of this correspondence is not to argue either side. Our goal is to inform you of 
new giving opƟons the SAS Board for Murphysboro UMC has created, which allows each indi-
vidual to give according to their conscious without sacrificing one’s theological stance or sup-
port of the local church. Basically, we have created two giving opƟons: 

LOCAL CHURCH ONLY 
LOCAL CHURCH/DISTRICT & CONFERENCE 

‘LOCAL CHURCH ONLY’ means that your enƟre offering will be used to manage your local 
church. In this instance, Murphysboro United Methodist Church alone. No funds will be di-
rected toward the district or conference. 

‘LOCAL CHURCH/DISTRICT & CONFERENCE’ means that your enƟre offering will be divided 
amongst the 3 enƟƟes listed; your local church, which is Murphysboro UMC, the South District 
of the Illinois Great River Conference, and IGRC itself. The porƟons will be determined by the 
percentage designated by the IGRC for apporƟonments. (see next page) 

Please be advised that the board has unanimously voted YES in approving this giving opƟon. 
The new giving envelopes will reflect these opƟons, online giving will be updated as well to re-
flect the opƟons. If you use neither, we ask that you idenƟfy on your check, money order, or 
envelope/package you use to give what your preference is.  

It is the hope of the SAS Board that this will allow all to give in support of the local church, 
Murphysboro UMC, and preserve what we have created here despite the difference of opin-
ions on the subject. We are a church, and the Bible is sƟll our center. Subsequently, we en-
courage everyone to search the scriptures and learn for yourself what God requires. Grow in 
Christ first and the church will grow as a result. 

Sincerely Yours,  

 

SAS Board Chair Sr. Pastor 

Rick Runge Marty McMichael 
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Thank you to all who helped in any way for the 
funeral dinner for Margie. Your Ɵme and 
thoughƞulness are much appreciated by our 
family 

We also want to Thank you all so much for 
hosƟng the Hospitality Room during Margie’s 
funeral. It was very kind and much appreciated by 
our family. 

Bob & DeAnn SƟlley and Family.  

Christmas Poinseƫa and Christmas Memorial  

If you wish to order a Poinseƫa for our church sanctuary, please fill out the form below and return it to the church 
office or mail it to the church. Orders must be received by noon on Monday, December 16. Please enclose payment 
with your order. Please make checks payable to MUMC. The cost of each is $15.00.  

In Memory of: ________________________________________________________ 

 

In Honor of:___________________________________________________________ 

 

From:___________________________________________ 

Enclosed:______________________________________ 

________Yes, I would like a poinseƫa 

________Yes, I want to keep my poinseƫa and I will pick it up aŌer the candle light service on Dec., 24th 

________No poinseƫa, donaƟon only but please list informaƟon noted above.  
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Murphysboro United Methodist Church 
1500 Pine Street 

Murphysboro, IL 62966 
 

Office Hours     Worship Schedule 
Mon 9am—Noon    Sundays-9am 
Tue—Thu 9am—2pm   Sunday School—10:15am 
 
Bible Study     Youth Fellowship 
Wed-7pm      1st & 3rd Sundays-5pm 


