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BELIEVING GOD FOR A FAITH-FILLED FUTURE 

AŌer 200 years of service in ministry to the residents of Murphysboro Illinois, diligently serving other communiƟes within the 
state of Illinois, and those without, and then having to witness our congregaƟon diminish over the past two decades alongside 
the greater United Methodist Church which exacerbated the situaƟon, has been painful and confusing. So, we are not out of 
order when we ask the simple quesƟon; “what’s our next step”? In fact, such an inquiry suggests we understand our 
responsibility to move on! Our next step must be to reclaim our mission… 

18 And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and in earth. 19 Go ye therefore, and 
teach all naƟons, bapƟzing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: 20 Teaching them to observe 
all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen. (MaƩhew 

28:19-20) 

Murphysboro United Methodist Church has but one leader and His name is Jesus Christ. He has not changed the mission of the 
church and never will. We have the glorious responsibility of upholding an ideal Christ promised will work. For if Christ has 
commiƩed to be with us then how can we fail… 

31 What shall we then say to these things? If God be for us, who can be against us? 32 He that spared not his own Son, but 
delivered him up for us all, how shall he not with him also freely give us all things? (Romans 8:31-32) 

As a church, we just need to consider how we might operaƟonalize; ‘Going, teaching, and bapƟzing’… I believe the Bible gives us 
examples and ideas.  

¨ Contemplate Joshua who in an impossible environment set his Heart on God’s promise, moved on, and in doing so he and 
the people conquered giants… 

¨ Ponder the message given to Habakkuk and what he learned about ‘vision’, to plan and clarify it that it may be performed 
by the people… 

¨ Consider Nehemiah, how it pained him greatly to see God’s city in ruin. So, he organized others and repaired the breaches… 

We have the paƩern; set our hearts to God’s and move on, create a clear plan, organize the people and repair the breaches… I 
pray that you will recite our breakthrough prayer which is our congregaƟonal commitment to move on in ministry and service. 
The SAS Board has completed the strategic plan which clarified our vision and mission, and now it is Ɵme to organize and repair. 
We must begin within ourselves. Prayer, fasƟng, and bible study will prepare us to ‘BE’ the place we need to become for the next 
generaƟon. Let’s seek God together in His Word… 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God, and his righteousness; and all these things shall be added unto you. 

We have 4 adult bible study opƟons. One on Sunday morning led by Donna Lynn Horniacek, one led by Pastor Michelle starƟng 
September 9th for women on Tuesdays at noon, another led by Pastor Marty on starƟng September 23rd on Tuesdays for men at 
noon, and a community bible study led by Pastor Marty on Wednesday nights at 7pm. Please make every excuse to be a part of 
what God is doing. Amen. 

Sincerely, 
Marty McMichael 
Sr. Pastor 



Murphysboro United Methodist Church 
Mission & Vision Statement 

 
Desiring God Together  
 
Our Mission  
 
Our mission is to make disciples of Jesus Christ for the transformaƟon of the world.  
 
Our Vision  
God is calling Murphysboro United Methodist Church . . .  

• to reach and love our neighbors in the 62966  
• to develop relaƟonships with our local schools (K-12), and  
• to create forums and opportuniƟes to engage in the digital world.  

 
In doing so,  
• our children will build a foundaƟon and find purpose in Christ  
• our college students and young adults will build a ChrisƟan framework for leadership 
and service  
• our seniors will become inspired and be valuable witnesses, and  
• the disconnected and searchers will find God and a renewed relaƟonship with God’s 
people.  

 
Our Values 

We are a Church known for . . . .  
 

Biblical Authority: We proclaim the Truth in the Scripture.  

Simplicity: We make serving easy to understand and parƟcipate.  

Family: We care and nurture families and those seeking family.  

Discipleship: We help people become Christ-like.  

Unity: We are One in Christ. 





During the month of September the 
Seeker's Adult Sunday School Class will be 
viewing the DVD of Season Four (4) of The 
Chosen. In this season there are clashing 
kingdoms, rival rulers, and the enemies of 
Jesus close in while His followers struggle to 
keep up, leaving Him to carry the burdens 
alone. Threatened by the reality of Jesus' 
growing influence, religious leaders do the 
unthinkable - ally within their Roman 
oppressors. As the seeds of the betrayal are 
planted and opposiƟon to Jesus' message 
turns violent, He's leŌ with no alternaƟve 
but to demand His followers to RISE UP. 
Adults of all ages are welcome and 
encourages to aƩend the class for a Ɵme of 
study, fellowship, and prayer.  



1  Labor Day—Office 
Closed 

13 9:00am Hand Bells 22   

2 11:00am Staff MeeƟng  7:30am Pancake Breakfast 23 1:00pm Women’s Bible Study 

 6:00pm Cub Scouts  10:00am AA MeeƟng  1:00pm Men’s Bible Study 

3 10:00am Memory Cafe 14    6:00pm Cub Scouts 

 5:30pm Choir PracƟce 15  Meals on Wheels 
Week 

24 9:15am Young at Heart 

 7:00pm NA MeeƟng 16 1:00pm Women’s Bible Study  5:30pm Choir 

4 7:00pm GA MeeƟng  6:00pm Cub Scouts  7:00pm Wed Bible Study 

5 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie  6:00pm SAS  7:00pm NA MeeƟng 

6 9:00am Hand Bell PracƟce  6:00pm Service & Mission 25 7:00pm GA MeeƟng 

 10:00am AA MeeƟng 17 1:00pm Women Share & Care 26 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie 

7 4:00pm Youth Fellowship  5:30pm Choir  10:00am Bunco 

8    7:00pm NA MeeƟng  Noon Bunco Lunch 

9 1:00pm Women’s Bible Study 18 7:00pm GA MeeƟng 27 9:00am Hand Bell PracƟce  

 6:00pm Cub Scouts 19 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie  10:00am AA MeeƟng 

10 5:30pm Choir PracƟce 20 9:00am Hand Bell PracƟce 28 Noon Our Neighbors Table 

 7:00pm NA MeeƟng  10:00am AA MeeƟng 29   

11 7:00pm GA MeeƟng  10:30am Book Club 30 1:00pm Women’s Bible Study  

12 9:00am Stretching w/Rosie 21 4:00pm Youth Fellowship  6:00pm Charge Conf @ Mari-
on 



4 Erin Mileur 16 Bill Crawshaw 

6 Andrew Graham 16 Stephanie Finke 

6 George Sauer 18 Oliva Sunny 

7 Amanda Ripley 20 Dan JarreƩ 

9 Emma Wiwchar 21 Megan Blackwell 
Brown 

10 Cole McNiƩ 22 Jim Stewart 

11 Ron Kiser 28 Rob Graeff 

11 Robin Sievert 29 Curt Presley 

11 Kelle Ticer 30 Ashley Runge 

11 Amanda Wingerter   

2 Rob & MaryJane Williams 

3 Morgan & Nikki Krummrich 

4 Mike & Michelle Clark 

10 Jim & Barb Hughes 

13 John & Julie Erbes 

17 Ben & Jennie Snyder 

26 KaƟe & Lee Stewart 

28 Dan & Beverly JarreƩ 

Date Greeters Liturgist Scripture Reader Usher Team 

7th Shelia Stewart Erin Mileur Erin Mileur Team #2 

14th Shelia Stewart Gene Schwebel Snyder Family Team #1 

21st Vern Cline Vanessa Lirely Voss Family Team #1 

28th  Vern Cline Cameron Taylor Graham Family Team #3 

Date Friday Volunteer 

5th Sandy Herring 

12th Janet Porter 

19th Nancy Fager 

26th  Sharon Jones 



 In order to avoid conflicts with the 
Murphysboro Apple FesƟval and the 
Barbeque Fest, YAH on the Road will be 
moving to the 4th Wednesday for the 
month of September. We will be joining 
the Carterville United Methodist Church 
for Songs of the Soul, a journey through 
sacred hymns, led by CUMC's Sam 
Bursich, who shares her love of music 
and God in these one-hour, casual 
sessions. AŌerwards we will have lunch 

at Turner's Table in Carterville 
known for it's home cooking and all 
day breakfast. We will depart the 
MUMC parking lot at 9:15 am for 
the Carterville United Methodist 
Church. Songs of the Soul will begin 
at 10:00 am and will end around 
11:00 a.m. AŌerwards we will travel 
the short distance to Turner's Table 
for lunch at 11:30 a.m. As always, 
please join us for a 
Ɵme of good food, 
fellowship, and fun, 
and don't forget to 
invite a friend.  

The YAH on the Road group in Aug 
on our trip to the Logan Museum. 



Christ said that where two or three 
gather in His name, he is present 
(MaƩhew 18:20). Beginning 
Tuesday, September 9, at 1:00 p.m., 
in Room 107, the Women Who Care 
and Share Team will be offering a 
Bible Study based upon the 
Wednesday meditaƟons from the 
Upper Room. The study will run for 
eight weeks, through the months of 
September and October, concluding 
on Tuesday, October 28. Please pick 
up a copy of the September/October Upper Room and come prepared to discuss the 
reading for Wednesday, September 10. Please join us as we look forward to a great Ɵme 
of fellowship, and meaningful discussion, as we study God's Word together.  



The Worship CommiƩee 
would like to hear from your 
on what your favorite Hymns 
are so they can incorporate 
them into our morning 
worship service. You can 
email the church office, place 
them on the sign up sheets 
in the Welcome area or let 
Cameron know.  



What is a 
Memory Cafe'? A 
Memory Cafe' is 
a social gathering 
for people with 
memory loss and 
their caregivers, 
friends, and 
family. Memory 
Cafes are a safe 

and supporƟve place to connect with others, share concerns, and 
learn more about demenƟa and supporƟve services and resources. 
The Memory Cafe' begins on Wednesday, August 6 and conƟnues 
monthly on the first Wednesday of each month.  

Trunk-or-Treat planning has 
begun. Save the date for 
October 31st and start 
planning your trunk now.  We 
will be serving Hot Dogs to 
every visitor to our church 
that evening and also take 
their pictures for them. Candy 
and treat collecƟon will start 
the end of September so start 
buying now.  



The arƟcle is from Illinois Heritage magazine published by the Illinois State Historical Society in their July 
August 2025 issue.  



MURPHYSBORO UNITED METHODIST CHURCH 
1500 PINE STREET 

MURPHYSBORO, IL 62966 
OFFICE HOURS AT MUMC    Worship with us at 
Monday 9am—Noon    9:00am each Sunday 
Tuesday—Thursday 9am to 2pm 

Email: murphysboroumc@gmail.com 
Www.crossandflamesministries.com  

618-687-2317 


